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The graduating 
class of 2010: 
Back row: 
Cody Anderson, 
Tim Coutlee, 
Kole Skaflestad,  
Zack Jones, 
Ricky Contreras. 
Front:  
Kylee Koenig, 
Gina Norris, 
Jordan Mills, 
Shawna Barros, 
Alyssa Bosch, 
Gayle Henry 
 

 
Moving On 
   As we end another school year, we congratulate the 
Senior Class of 2010.  See page four for their plans 
for the future.  
   Hoonah Schools is also saying farewell to several 
staff members. Special Education Director and 
teacher Randy Davis is retiring this year. He has 
worked in a number of different places during his 29 
years as a teacher, including Kodiak Island, other 
sites in rural Alaska, and in California. Randy has 
taught in Hoonah a total of six years. He and his 
family (wife Wilma and son Whitney) plan to stay 
here in Hoonah.  
    Arne and Susan Erickson will also be leaving our 
school district. Arne has been teaching here for 22 
years, in both elementary and secondary grades. He 
also spent many years as the Boys Varsity Basketball 
coach and worked with the junior high ball players as 
well. This year Arne has taught “media” classes in 
which his students have become radio announcers, 
interviewers and movie makers.    
   Susan Erickson has worked this year as the 
Community Outreach/Activities Coordinator. She has 
been instrumental in getting the PTSA going again, 
has updated the school website, and worked in many 
other ways to keep the community in the loop on 
school matters. The entire Erickson family will be  

 
 
 

 
greatly missed, as they are moving to Galena where 
Arne has taken a teaching position.  
   Other staff members who are moving on are Brita 
Steinberger, Keenan Haug, Ted Foreman and Jack 
Eby. We thank all of these people for their service to 

Hoonah Schools and wish them 
well in their future.   
 
Ku.éex’ 2010: see page six for 
the very long list of people and 
organizations who helped us put 
on our 20th annual Heritage 
Celebration Ku.éex’ April 30th.  
    
New Playground: Kéidladee 
Park now has some wonderful 

new playground 
equipment. See 
page 15 for details 
on how this has 
come about and 
the names of the 
many individuals 
and organizations 
that helped make 
it a reality.  
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Superintendant’s Message 

One of the key ingredients in high quality schools 
is providing the opportunity for students, 
teachers, parents and community members to 
have a voice in improving the school.  During the 
month of May the Hoonah City Schools Student 
Council facilitated forums to gather input from 
middle and high school students, teachers, parents 
and community members.  It is amazing what a 
shared vision there is for Hoonah City Schools 
across all the forum participants.  Following is a 
summary of the responses to two of the questions: 

 Describe how you would like to see a student when 
they graduate from high school: 

• Happy and healthy 
• With goals and a plan for after high school 

graduation 
• Confident, independent and respectful 
• Prepared academically and socially for 

college and work 

Describe the learning environment you would like 
to see in the school: 

• Respectful students and staff 
• Hands‐on learning, group discussions and 

projects 
• Student‐centered learning based on 

student interests 
• Patient teachers that help students 

individually, one‐on‐one 
• Well organized             
• Students have a desire to learn and work 

 As school staff plan and work over the summer 
they will strive to achieve this shared vision.  
Hoonah Schools, with assistance from the Student 
Council, will continue to host forums over the 
coming year.  We invite and encourage you to 
come and share your voice with us.  We are 
listening. 

 *Note ­ All of the comments from the forums have 
been typed and are available for your review on the 
new Hoonah City Schools website at 
www.hoonahschools.org or stop by or call the main 
school office at 945­3611 to request a copy. 

End of the Year Kudos 
 
Congratulations to 
Glenda Hutton, who 
was named Volunteer 
of the Year by the 
elementary staff.  Her 
name will be added to 
the list of past award 
winners on the plaque 
that hangs in the 
school. Photo: 
Superintendant Charla 
Wright presents the Volunteer Award to Glenda. 
 

Congratulations to 11th grader Kristian Geise, 
winner of the Yoo X’atángi 
S’aatí (Master of Words) 
Award, presented after 
Junior/Senior speeches 
were given. His topic was 
“The Knights Templar. “ 
 
Congratulations to sixth 
grader Morgan Stevenson, 
our 2010 Elementary 
Spelling Bee Champion. 

The runner up this year was 5th grader Vanessa 
Contreras, and 
coming in third was 
4th grader Mary Jack. 
We congratulate all of 
this year’s 
participants for rising 
to the challenge of the 
Bee! (Photo, left to right: 
Mary, Vanessa and 
Morgan) 
 
We also want to extend our congratulations to 
Ralphenia Refuerzo, Class of 2002, on her recent 
graduation from UAS in Juneau. 
 
To The Number One Hoonah 
Braves Fan, Deborah Dalton: 
gunalchéesh for all of the support 
and encouragement that you give 
to our students, year after year.  
 
And we offer a belated thank you 

to Albert 
Hinchman, Volunteer Assistant 
Boys Varsity Basketball Coach this 
past season. (Pictured here is Albert and 
daughter Ariana.) 



 3

        
Dear Students, Parents, 
and Community: 
 
I am Michael S. Gullett, 
the new principal of 
Hoonah City Schools, 
and I would first like to 
say thank you so much 
for the wonderful 
welcome into the 
beautiful city of Hoonah.  
I flew into Hoonah for 

this last week in May, and it is so beautiful here.  The 
weather has been amazing, and even though summer has 
just started, I am excited to get back to work.  I have really 
enjoyed meeting students, parents, community members, 
and educators this week.   
 
This past April I was hired as the new principal of Hoonah 
City Schools, and will be joining the community full time 
in July.  My wife (Micki) and I have a little four-month-
old daughter, and we cannot wait to be a part of your 
amazing community.   
 
I grew up in Healy, Alaska and enjoy taking part in the 
educational and recreational experiences that our fine state 
has to offer.  In the early 90’s we moved to Silverton, 
Oregon, which is where I graduated from high school.  I 
spent a year at Southern Oregon University, and then 
transferred to the University of Northern Colorado where I 
obtained a degree in Frontier and American History as 
well as Education.  I have taught elementary, middle 
school, and high school in a variety of different places 
across Alaska.  I have been an educator at Nikolaevsk K-
12 School, Delta Junction High School, Togiak K-12 
School, Houston High School, and most recently the Mat-
Su Career and Technical High School.  During my time at 
the Mat-Su Career and Technical High School, I 
completed my Masters from the University of Alaska 
Anchorage in Educational Leadership/Administration. 
 
I am so honored to be a part of your community and 
school.  I am excited to join you in supporting and 
assisting our students in achieving educational excellence 
and exploring career/technical opportunities. I look 
forward to meeting you all and jumping into a great year 
of school for all of our learners.  On behalf of my family, 
thank you for your support and the way you care about our 
students.   
 
Sincerely, 
 
Michael S. Gullett 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Summertime is here!  Hip! Hip! Hooray!!  With summer 
comes the Summer Reading Program at the library.  Each 
Wednesday May 26th to June 24th, we will meet in the 
library and read, do crafts, play games and have lots of 
fun.  The fun starts at 11 am and we will be done at 12:30.  
I also have a Teen Read this summer -- just register and 
read.  Each book you read will enable you to put your 
name in for a free RT ticket to Juneau.  Drawing will be at 
the end of the summer.  If you are 13 to 18 you are 
eligible.   
 
We also have all the books for the 2010-2011 Battle of the 
Books so you can start reading now.   

 
We received a grant from the Libri Foundation with 
matching funds from PTSA.  This grant allowed us to 
purchase some much-needed new books. We were 
able to choose almost $1500 worth of new math, science, 
fiction and nonfiction books for all ages.  Come and check 
them out. Thank you Libri and PTSA, for the extra Math 
and Science books.   
 
We hope to see you at the library this summer-please be 
safe and have a great summer. 
 
Terri 
 

Library Summer Hours 
                                                    
Monday through Thursday         9 am to 1 pm 
Mon. Wed. Fri.  6:00 to 8:30 pm 
Saturday     Noon to 3 pm                          

A Message from the Principal 



 4

Seniors Answer the Age-old Question:  
So Now What? 
The members of the Class of 2010 were asked recently about 
their plans for the future. Here are their responses:  
 
Cody Anderson plans to attend UAS in Juneau for his first 
year, and then transfer to a bigger school later. 
Jordan Mills is headed for auto mechanics school in 
Oregon. She will enroll in a two-year program there. Her 
long-range goals include joining the military at some point. 
Shawna Barros says that she has not yet decided on which 
college she will attend, but she does want to go into 
pediatrics, or possibly social work. 
Kylee Koenig plans to train to be a Physician’s Assistant. 
This fall she will attend Fort Lewis College in Durango, 
Colorado. 
Ricky Contreras said that he would like to go into 
computer science or design video games. 
Tim Coutlee said that he might go into construction, 
welding, or possibly physical education. 

Kole Skaflestad’s plan is to study 
Health and Fire Science at 
Southern Oregon. He is also 
interested in going to a fire 
academy in Oregon or Arizona, 
and to go to smoke jumping 

training in Fairbanks. 
Gina Norris will start her college career at UAS in Juneau, 
with plans to transfer out of state at the semester or the 
following year. Her goal is to become a teacher.  
Zack Jones intends to enroll at UAS for his first year, and 
then to go out of state after that, and would like to get into 
fashion design.  
Alyssa Bosch and Gayle Henry are both excited about 
graduating from high school and are undecided about their 
immediate plans.  
 
Congratulations to all of our 2009 graduates! 
 

 
2009-2010 4th Quarter/2nd Semester HONOR ROLL 

 
 “A” Honor Roll -- Grade Point Average of 3.33 – 4.00 

Junior High    Senior High 
Hannah Jewell – Qt/Sem.  Andrew Jack – Qt. 
Torsten Skaflestad – Qt./Sem.  Brittney Jack – Qt./Sem. 
Taryn Toomer – Qt./Sem.  Megan Stevenson – Qt./Sem. 
Miguel Contreras – Qt./Sem.  Diloola Erickson – Qt./Sem. 
     Melissa Fisher – Qt./Sem. 
     Ashia Geise – Qt./Sem. 

          Gregory Norris – Qt./Sem. 
          Kristian Geise – Qt./Sem. 
          Cody Anderson – Sem. 
          Tim Coutlee – Qt./Sem. 
           Jordan Mills – Qt./Sem. 
          Gina Norris – Qt./Sem. 

     Kole Skaflestad – Qt. 
   

“B” Honor Roll -- Grade Point Average of 3.00 – 3.32 
Edwin Erickson – Sem.   Corbin Harris – Sem. 
Rachel White – Sem.   Andrew Jack – Sem. 
Alan Fisher – Sem.   Mariah Martin – Sem. 
Keith Nelson – Sem.   Greggory Wright – Qt. 
     Cody Anderson – Qt. 
     Ricky Contreras – Qt./Sem. 
     Zack Jones – Qt./Sem. 
                       Kole Skaflestad – Sem. 

 
A BIG THANK YOU to Hoonah Trading 
Co. for their participation in the Brainy 
Braves program for honor roll students. 
The students receive gift cards from 

Hoonah Trading in recognition of their honor roll status. 
Gunalchéesh from all of us at Hoonah City Schools! 
  

Responsible Responders 
Many thanks to Chadem Wolfe, Greggory 
Wright, and Cameron Smith for their quick 
and appropriate response to an incident 
that happened on the school playground a 
couple weeks ago involving a special 
needs student.  Thank you for watching out 
for other students that have difficulty with 
expressing their need for help in times of 
distress.  You showed maturity and 
compassion in doing the right thing at the 
right time. This family of the special needs 
student is very grateful for your being 
responsible responders. 
 
Summer Food Service Program 

To Run June 7-July 30 
 
The Hoonah City School 
District is participating in 
the Summer Food 
Service Program for 
Children. Meals will be 
made available free to all 
children 18 years of age and under.  
Acceptance and participating requirements for 
the Program are the same regardless of race, 
sex, color, age, disability or national origin. 
From June 7  through July 30, 2010, 
breakfast will be served at 8:30 AM and lunch 
provided at 11:30 AM.  You do NOT need to 
be a summer school student to get fed - just 
under age 18.  Spread the word – “All kids eat 
free!"  
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Native Education Program News 
 
Aatlein gunalchéesh to all who participated in some 
way in our 20th annual Heritage Celebration Ku.éex’ 
on April 30th. See page six for the list of individuals 
and organizations who made donations. The 
community response this year was truly amazing. 
 
Available for ordering is the panoramic picture taken 
that day (see top of this page). It is $25 per print. 
Place your order with Carol Williams at the school. 
 
Gunalchéesh to Marian and Charles Kingsland for 
their recent donation of video tapes and study prints 
to our Cultural Resource Library. 
 
Latseen Hoop Camp 
 
  We are happy to announce that the Latseen Hoop 
Camp is coming to Hoonah this summer. Mark your 
calendars for July 12-16. This camp is for students in 
grades 2-12.  
   Presented by Sealaska Heritage Institute, Latseen 
Hoop Camp is an innovative program designed to 
integrate the Tlingit language into an intensive week 
of basketball camp. The program creates a fun and 
supportive learning environment for students to 
develop their basketball skills and fundamentals 
while also learning the Tlingit language. 
   Offensive and defensive fundamental basketball 
skills and concepts are at the core of this program. 
Fun and competitive camp games are utilized to 
promote basketball and language development while 
also emphasizing character development, leadership, 
education, cultural pride and a healthy lifestyle. 
   On the 12th it runs from 1:00 to 6:00; on the other 
days the hours are 10:30 to 5:30. There is no charge 
for this camp.  
 
For more information contact Carmaleeda Estrada at 
907-463-4844 or carmaleeda.estrada@sealaska.com. 
 

 
Tlingit Phrases for the Summer 

 
Kúnáx kuwak’éi! It’s really nice weather! 
Gáandei naxtoo.aat! Let’s go outside! 
Kook’éet’ naxtoo.aat! Let’s go berrypicking! 
Kuwat’aa yáa yakyee.  It’s warm weather today.  
Ast’eix naxtoo.aat! Let’s go fishing! 

 
Dates to Remember 

 
Hoonah Kids & Family Fishing Derby -- June 19 
 
Woman’s Health Events -- June 17-19 
 
Summer School for pre-school and K-2 students 
July 6 -- July 30 
 
Summer Food Service Program   
June 7-- July 30   
 
Latseen Hoop Camp -- July 12 -16 
 
School Opens -- Aug. 18 
 
Christmas Break -- Dec. 20 - Jan 2, 2011 
 
Spring Break -- March 21-25, 2011 
 
School Closes -- May 20, 2011 
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Gunalchéesh to all those who helped 
make our ku.éex’ a success. 
Gunalcheesh haa éet yeeydasheeyí! 
 
People who made donations: 
Jera & Jason Goins  Ladonna Dybdahl 
John & Nicki Shelton  Renee Hewitt 
Mamie Williams  Amy Starbard 
Kim & Arthur Campbell Tina Fuller 
Adeline St.Clair   Marian Kingsland 
Sally & Paul Dybdahl  Ashlyn Gray 
Diane Bean   Wilma Davis  
Bambi & Duane Jack  Pearl Miller 
The Comolli family  Marti Lee 
Sandy & Buddy Howard Karen Mills 
Juli See & Lorenzo Florendo Marlene Duvall 
Robert Sharclane & daughter Pearl 
Frank & Daphne Wright  Tesh Miller 
Jennifer Bidiman  Lenora & Glen Johnson  
   
Businesses & Organizations that made donations and provided 
support: 
Hoonah Indian Association  Hoonah Cold Storage 
Hoonah Trading Company  Sealaska Heritage Institute 
 
Gunalchéesh to volunteers who 
pitched in to help: 
Karen Mills 
Sally Dybdahl 
Flossie Spencer 
Marian Kingsland 
Stephanie Harold 
Ladonna Dybdahl 
Arely Moreno Wright 
Liz Perry 
Linda Belarde 
Adrien Lee 

Paul Dybdahl 
James Jack, Jr. 
Duane Jack 
Kathie Deitering 
Marti Lee 
Natalia Hinchman 
Frances Warden 
Maureen Brown 
 
 

Photography: 
Ron Klein 
Liz Perry 

 
Special gunalchéesh to 
Marjorie Dick for 
working with the 5-6 and 
7-8 classes on traditional 
songs and dances. She 
was assisted by Cristina 
Contreras and Kari Ames.  
 
Gunalchéesh to: 
Hoonah Schools administrator, teachers and support staff 
Beading Instructors Sheryl Contreras & Carol Williams 
Maintenance staff 
And a BIG GUNALCHÉESH to the kitchen crew for the wonderful lunch! 
 
We apologize if we have forgotten to mention someone who helped us. Ch’a aadei yéi haa na.oo. 
Photos this page by Ron Klein 
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Brave Voices – from 
the High School 
English Class 
 
Students’ Introductions 
written in the Style of 
Odysseus introducing 
himself to King Alcinous in 
Homer's The Odyssey. 
 
 
I am Diloola, daughter of Arne, born to Susan on 
the Island of Baranof, Alaska in the settlement of 
Mt. Edgecumbe. This is not my home, however. 
 
On the fringe of the upward slopes of the 
mountains is where my house rests. I live in little 
Hoonah, the village on the cliff, carved on a hillside 
of green once destroyed by fire, then raised again. 
The village is protected from the west wind and 
reaches down into the bay where fishermen rest 
and hunters depart. It is on an island unto itself 
where only another few small settlements lie far 
apart. 
 
I run with the athletes of the village. We travel afar 
and battle with competing towns for the title of 
champions of the region of Southeast Alaska. The 
games are long lasting and the travel is tiresome, 
with work to bring in order to keep up our 
schooling, for being scholarly is a great tradition in 
our world. We play during the day and learn at 
night while we lie on the floors of the arena to 
sleep. 
 
I dream of escaping the town where my name was 
made, to the distant cities of the east coat of the 
Americas. I hope to be free of a world where 
everyone knows your shame and fame. I yearn to 
be free of the ties that hold me down, to fly away 
and see the cultures of the world.  
 
 
I am Hank, son of Timothy, known among men 
for blonde hair, and my fame reaches throughout 
the kingdom of Hoonah City Schools. 
 
But I dwell in the foggy land of Hoonah, wherein is 

a lonely street, Garteeni Highway, covered with 
dust and trash, conspicuous from afar, 
unmistakable from up close. It is forever tormented 
with the pitter‐patter of children’s feet and 
wearisome hum of engines. 
 
Hoonah itself lies close to the great capital of 
Juneau. They are separated by a highway of ocean, 
gleaming with the presence of numerous islands. 
Green blankets of wood and branches creep around 
the edges of this land. We are surrounded by 
mountains, locked in from the open ocean and 
protected from the harsh wind. What a haven it is. 
 
I have seen many battles in the great hall of “The 
Foyer.”  Quarrels erupt nearly every day, resulting 
in bruised egos and battered bodies. Such a lawless 
place it is. No decency or reserve is ever found. 
 
Forever has it been my dream to travel the world 
and see the wonders that are hidden in plain sight, 
waiting to be uncovered by the watchful eye. 
 
 
I am daughter of John Martin, Jr. I am known for 
my kindness throughout Southeast Alaska. My 
town drowns in water and is surrounded by 
mountains and massive forests, where animals lurk 
in the dark waiting to pounce. But Hoonah is 
known for being a very beautiful place. Right now, I 
am stuck among obstacles, trying to keep my life on 
track. These obstacles were sports, and they made 
my life go on another journey of its own. I want to 
get my life back on track and follow my own 
journey that was placed for me. I want to go to a 
good college and then to medical school in order to 
make copious amounts of gold bars. I yearn for 
great riches so that I will be able to come home 
more often because I would be making more 
money. Because for me, home is where the heart is. 
 
 
Editor’s Note: Thank you, 
high school students, for 
sharing your writing in 
this newsletter.  
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What’s New in Read Right? 
 

Read Right Goes High Tech  
   Next year some students will be able to experience Read 
Right in a new way.  We have replaced our old tape 
players with new MP3 players. Stories that used to be on 
tape will now be listened to on an MP3 player.  
   What are the advantages of an MP3 player?  First, there 
will be no need to rewind when you finish cycling a 
paragraph so cycling will take less time. Just push a button 
and your paragraph will begin again.  Second, MP3 
players automatically collect information about your 
cycling, level of reading, and hours of tutoring.  Finally, 
MP3 players take up less table space and well, they’re just 
plain cool. 
   We expect another great year of learning to become 
excellent readers in Read Right and anticipate the fun we 
will all have with our new technology.   
 
Read Right on the School Web Page 
   We have a new way to connect with you. Log on to the 
Hoonah City Schools web page at hoonahschools.org and 
click on Activities.  Then scroll down and click on the 
Read Right title.  You will be connected to our Read Right 
page which briefly describes our program and shows 
pictures of two reading groups in action.  Then click on 
the Read Right link and you will be connected to the Read 
Right.com site.  Here you can learn more about Read 
Right and how it is different from other reading programs. 
You can also read a variety of articles which explain how 
Read Right instruction has improved reading scores in 
many districts across the country and as a result has 
changed individual lives as well. 
   It has been a pleasure to tutor many Hoonah City 
Schools students this year.  Hoonah City Schools has 
benefited from this program since it started the spring of 
2005.  Our reading scores throughout the school have 
improved since then. We look forward to providing the 
best environment and support for those students who need 
to become better - even excellent readers.  Parents are 

always welcome to visit our class or talk to us about their 
child and our program.  
   We hope you all have a great vacation and keep reading 
this summer too.  The library will be open so you can 
check out some good books.   
Happy to serve you, Tesh Miller, Marti Lee and Natalia 
Hinchman, the Read Right tutors. 
 
School Website Up and Running 
 
If you haven’t checked out the school website lately, 
you should give it a look. You will find timely news 
bulletins, upcoming events, the latest issue of the 
newsletter, student writing, a link to the Read Right 
national site, general information about the school, and 
much more. Just go to hoonahschools.org. 
 
 

ISP School  Store Manager Kristy Hinchman with student interns Megan 
Stevenson and Joe Comolli 
 
School Store at Icy Strait Point Starts Up for 

the New Season 
 
   Hoonah City Schools runs a bookstore at the Icy Strait 
Point Cannery during the summer cruise ship season. This 
venture would not be possible without the generosity of  
Huna Totem Corporation. Their donation of store space at 
the Point is valued at $24,000 per season. We very much 
appreciate this help from HTC and ISP. Gunalchéesh 
tlein! (BIG THANKS!)  
   Check out the store the next time you’re at ISP.  They 
sell books, calendars, earrings, cards, and some items 
made by local students and adults. They have t-shirts 
designed by students, beach glass by Casey Bitz (Bitz of 
the Beach) and handmade pressed flower bookmarks 
made by volunteer students and adults. (Look for signs 
about work parties if you’d like to help with this project.) 
   The school store also sells used books, so you are 
welcome to donate those if you have some to pass along. 
   Profits from this business go to support student activities 
at HCS. 



  9

Glacier Bay Kayak Trip 2010    
 
   Eight students of Hoonah 
Schools, two chaperones 
(Stephanie Harold and Andrea 
Laughlin), and Wayne Howell as 
our guide, went on a kayak trip up 
Glacier Bay.  We were gone from 
May 10th through the 14th.  We 
experienced much wildlife and 
explored a portion of the East Arm 
of Glacier Bay. 
   We were dropped off at 
Wachusett Inlet and 
paddled to McBride 
Glacier. We camped and 
played among the 
icebergs at McBride 
Glacier, and we got to see 
some tree remains that 
were thousands of years 
old. We also had the 
chance to kayak about a 
mile up from our camp 
site and hike up Riggs 
Glacier.  While doing so 
we got to see what 
glaciers are like under the 
ice.  When we kayaked 
back down the glacier to 
Wachusett Inlet we were 
right under White 
Thunder Ridge. 
   The wildlife was nothing 
we experience in Hoonah. 
We saw oystercatchers 
and many false nests, 

along with a real nest adorned 
with a green speckled egg.  
   We saw Mountain Goats resting 
on the cliffs and also a moose and 
its calf swimming in the water.  We 
saw two bears, one of which was 
browsing the seaweed which was 
right where we intended to camp.  
We sat in our kayaks for about 20 
minutes as we waited for the bear 
to mosey on down the shoreline.   
   We had many enjoyable and 
aggravating moments.  For 
example, dinner with 
complementary rocks and the sand 
in our sleeping bags made us 
pretty darn angry.  In addition, two 
hours of paddling against the wind 
and the tide frustrated us.  
   To counteract the frustration, we 
had a ton of laughs. (Someone’s 
band aid fell into the freshly made 
breakfast;) corny jokes abounded; 
and deprived of our iPods, we 
were forced to entertain ourselves 
with our out‐of‐tune voices. 
Eventually, we came to realize that 
our discomforts were just part of 
nature.  

   The students had these thoughts 
about the trip: 

 
Corbin Harris: I had a great time 
though we didn’t go very fast. 
Miguel Contreras: There were 
many ups and downs, however the 
adventure was worthwhile. 
Diloola Erickson:  I thought the 
trip was rockin’!! 
Jordan McLuckie: I thought the 
trip was an awesome experience, 
and I would go again should the 
opportunity be presented. 
Ashia Geise: I had a great time 
bonding with the group of students 
that went, and I also enjoyed 
getting to visit with Wayne and 
kayak in his nice single kayak. 
Megan Stevenson: I enjoyed it. 
There were some ups and downs but 
overall it was a fun trip. 
Antonio Phillips:  “Good as cheese” 
to Wayne for bringing us out there 
to touch and talk about the 
glaciers!” 
Paul Johanson: I thought the 
kayak trip was bomb dig­giddy!! 
 
We would like to thank the Glacier 
Bay National Park for all the 
equipment, the boat drop‐off and 
pick‐up and covering all of the 
expenses.  
 
Gunalchéesh! 
 
Editor’s note: 
Thank you to 
Ashia Geise and 
Diloola Erickson 
for writing this 
article and to 
Ashia for the 
photos. 
 
The students who took part in this 
kayak trip were recommended by 
each one of their teachers for their 
exceptional effort throughout the 
school year both academically and 
behaviorally.  
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News from the 3-4 Class 
 
   We have had another exciting school year!  The last 
month came and went in the blink of an eye.  We had a 
very successful ku.éex’ on April 30th .   Our class recited 
some handy Valentines phrases and sang two songs 
along with the second grade class.  We sang a song 
called Háagu Kanalsaak which translates into "Come 
Here Squirrel."  We also sang You Are My Sunshine in 
Tlingit.  For the month of May, Mrs. Wright taught us 
Tlingit words for the different sea life we would see 
during Beach Day, and we made a user friendly beach 
book to take with us.   
   In writing class, the students finished personal 
narratives, and each one had to share their narrative in 
front of the class.  It gave them another opportunity for 
public speaking.  We also sent letters to Briana 
Schrack's class back in Texas, and hope to continue 
having them as pen pals next year.   
   This year, the elementary had a science fair which 
hasn't happened for many years.  In preparation for 
the science fair, we learned about the scientific 
method.  There were several students in our class who 
took the initiative to complete a project on their own 
time outside of school.  Gabby Comolli did an 
informative project on volcanoes as did Nina Sanders.  
Both students made very impressive volcano displays 
and demonstrated how to make a volcano out of 
vinegar, baking soda, and dish soap.   
   Manny Budke did an experiment on how using 
fluoride and brushing each day affects your teeth.  
Valarie Williams did an informative display on whales 
in Alaska.  She found some great photos for her display 
and even had whale songs playing. Krissy Lockaby 
made a display about eagles, complete with a model of 
an eagle with moveable wings. Congratulations to 
these students who did individual projects. 

   As a whole class, we completed two science 
fair projects: one was on paper 
chromatography, and in the other project, we 
tried to figure out what boat design would be 
best for holding people; a skinny boat or wide 
boat.  We made a wide and skinny boat out of 
the same amount of tin foil and used centimeter 
cubes to represent people.  We discovered that 
a wide boat holds a considerable amount more 
than a skinny boat.   
   Our last week of school was full of many 
exciting events.  The students took part in the 
spelling bee, beach day, field day, trash pick‐up, 
and our end‐of‐the‐year picnic.   
   I'd like to say thank you to my students for 
staying focused this 
year, and striving to 

do their best.  Some things 
you could do this summer 
are: read a little each day, and 
practice your math facts. 
 
Until next time, 
Mrs. Bidiman 
 

Girls on the Run 
   This spring, a group of girls in the elementary took 
part in a brand new program called Girls on the Run.  
It was coached by Jennifer Bidiman and Tesh Miller 
from February through the end of May.  At the 
beginning of the program, 14 girls joined, and by the 
end, 11 girls had persevered and completed the 
program.   
   Girls on the Run is much more than just a running 
program.  It is a learning program for 8‐to‐12‐year‐old 
girls that combines training for a 5K running event 
with life‐changing, self‐
esteem building, warm‐
ups and workouts.  The 
program is comprised of 
24 lessons that 
encourage the girls' 
emotional, social, mental 
and physical 
development.  
   We had a wonderful 5K 
run on Saturday, May 
22nd.  All 11 girls began 
and finished this run and 
felt great!  This event 
wouldn't have happened without a lot of extra help 
from Daphne Wright, Sally Dybdahl, Ben McLuckie, 
Stephanie Harold, Wilma Davis, and Kenya Skaflestad.  
Continued on next page. 
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News from K­2 
 
   Hello from the K‐1‐2 class!  It sure has been an 
awesome end of the year.  We were so busy with some 
very exciting events.   

   First, our ku éex’ was 
marvelous.  Our class 
sang Tlingit songs and 
performed this really 
cool play called “It’s a 
Rotten Home for Me”.  
Our students each had 
a part to depict the life 
cycle of a hemlock 
tree.  It was so much 
fun and each and every 
child’s regalia had 
such fine work.  Thank 
you to those who came 

and joined in on all of the fun and thank you Mrs. 
Wright for such wonderful work you do teaching us 
about the language and culture.            

   Lastly, the month of 
May was filled with so 
many fun activities.  
We studied beach 
month and learned 
about the ocean, 
animals in the ocean 
and intertidal zone.  
During the last week 
of school we went to the 
beach and got to see the 
intertidal zone at its best.  
We saw so many clams, 

mussels, sea stars, urchins, sea 
cucumbers, crabs, barnacles 
and one wayward whale.  We 
had a very good time!   
   Additionally, we had a very 
exciting Field Day.  The 
weather was just right.  The 
children raced in the 
traditional ribbon races and then broke into teams to 
play at various station games.  They had fun flipping a 
beanbag, zigzagging through a spider web, carrying a 
cone on an obstacle course, throwing a yarn ball & 
football and jumping rope.  They had so much fun 
working as a team!  We can’t wait until next year’s Field 
Day.   What kind of challenging games will there be???  
 
I hope all of you have a wonderful summer.  Don’t 
forget there will be Summer School in July for those 
who have been in K‐2 this year and the library will have 
a fun‐filled summer reading program. I hope you plan 
to participate.   Mrs. Fuller 
 

 
Girls on the Run, continued from page 10 
   We also had several other participants join this event: Briana Schrack's mom Kaylynne, Krissy Lockabey’s 

mom Chelsea, Tina Fuller & Evan, Pearl 
Miller, Ashlyn & Leif Gray, and Bonnie 
Skaflestad.  Following the 5K, we went up 
to Ronda Blough's house for a barbeque.  
This was a nice way to end the program.   
   Congratulations to the girls who 
completed the program: Jordan McLuckie, 
Morgan Stevenson, Alaska Skaflestad, 
Vanessa Contreras, Leticia Skaflestad, 
Gabby Comolli, Sophie Henry, Nina 
Sanders, Krissy Lockabey, Briana 
Schrack, and Ashley Blough.  Please stay 
tuned for another program in the future.  
Photo, from left: Morgan, Alaska, Kenya, 
Leticia, Ashley (hidden) Nina, Jordan, Krissy, 
Brianna, Vanessa, Sophie. 
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Parents As Teachers 
 

First of all PAT would like to thank all 35 families 
(47 children age birth to five) that we served this 
year.  There were 79 parent child activities that 
included language, literacy or school readiness.  
Parent educators completed 170 personal visits this 
school year!  We have a wonderful curriculum that 
helps parents assist their children in reaching their 
full potential; there are windows of opportunity that 
are crucial for the child’s development.  Great job 
parents and grandparents for participating in our 
program! 
 
PAT would also like to thank the following people 
who assisted with our child care during family nights: 
Megan, Morgan, Corbin, Gina, Gregory, Alyssa, 
Lisa, Kim, Arthur, Triana, Jordan.  We also 
appreciated help from Mary Beth, Owen, Arthur, 
Kim, Brian and Dwight.  A special thank you to 
Kenya Skaflestad for sharing her expertise in CPR 
for our staff and families. 

From left, back row: Lynne Osheim, Director 
Parent Educators: Ree Dalton, Darlene See  
Front row: Carrie Lindoff, Judy Bitz 
 
Thanks to Parent Educators and Brian Bitz, Mike 
See, Richard Dalton Jr., Ruth Lindoff, Val Veler and 
George Lindoff who donated native foods throughout 
the year to help offset expenses.  A very special thank 

you to Captain Demmert of the F/V Julia Kae for the 
delicious herring eggs! 

 
 
Mr. David Michael will be returning to teach summer 
school, So don’t forget to register for preschool 
summer school which will be July 6th through July 
30th Monday through Friday 9:00 – 11:30 at PAT.  
All children who will be 4 or 5 by August 31, 2010 
are eligible to apply.    
Breakfast will be served in the cafeteria at 8:30 each 
day, and lunch will be served at 11:30.  Supervision 
will be provided until 12:00.  Please contact PAT at 
945-3792 to enroll your child.   
 
Library story time will continue to happen on 
Wednesdays from 11:30 to 12:00.    
 
Denali KidCare Dental Clinic 
A special pediatric clinic was held May 19-21, that 
featured dental examination appointments, with 
follow-up treatment in the week.  The clinic was 
open for children younger than 18 years old who are 
currently enrolled in the State of Alaska’s Denali 
KidCare program or are on Medicaid. Dr. Lee Steinle 
did lead the pediatric dental team for this clinic.  
Veronica (Ree) Dalton is no longer scheduling this 
clinic. For more information about SEARHC’s 
Denali KidCare clinics, contact Cara Gilbert, 
SEARHC Pediatric Dental Coordinator in Juneau, at 
364-4494. 
 
PAT would like to welcome new babies to the 
community:  baby Olivia Larsen, parents Winnie 
Chickalusion and Chris Larsen, baby Reigna 
Sharclane, parents Anne White and Phillip Sharclane. 
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WE WANT YOUR HELP IN NAMING THE NEW 

CHILD CARE CENTER 
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR IDEAS TO THE HOONAH 

PARENTS AS TEACHERS   945-3792 
PLEASE BE SURE TO PROVIDE CONTACT INFORMATION 

IN CASE YOUR IDEA IS CHOSEN 
 
Have a safe summer everyone; be extra careful with all the road construction going on and all the extra visitors 
with the tour ships.  PAT still has car seats for sale at a sliding fee scale; you can contact Darlene See at work 
945-3792.   

HELP US FIND A NAME FOR THE CHILD CARE CENTER 

 
Parents & Guardians: You my be missing out on an  

Opportunity to Save Money During the Next School Year! 
 

Eligible Migrant Students qualify for free lunches for three years under federal law. 
 
Your child may qualify if the following guidelines are met: 
 

• If your child subsistence fishes or commercial fishes with you or another adult and stays out 
overnight outside the Hoonah City Limits (any combination of seven nights---does not need to 
be consecutive nights) 

or 
• If you moved to Hoonah in the last three years to take a job in the Logging Industry 

 
If you think your child may qualify, please contact Andrea Laughlin, Migrant Coordinator at 907-232-2200.
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Big Brothers Big 
Sisters of Hoonah 
 
   A group activity to make 
decorative drums took place 
May 1st.  Alaska 
Native/Native American 
Mentoring Initiative 
Director Flossie Spencer 
provided expertise and 
materials for the youth and 
adults in attendance.   
   Tongass Greenhouse & 
Nursery owner, Big Sister 
extraordinaire, and 
Leadership Council 
Member Kathie Deitering 
led the preparations for our 
annual planting project.  
BBBS of Hoonah adorns 
our great city with hanging 
baskets each summer.  Many thanks to all who helped with 
our project. (See photos below.) 
 
Thank You: 
     Admiralty Construction Company donated large 
aluminum scraps to our partners, The Hoonah Recyclers.  
Alaska Marine Lines took their van full of recyclables to 
Seattle Iron and Metals free of charge; the Recyclers were 
then able to donate $1500 to BBBS. 
   We earned over $200 for the cartridges donated to our 
agency.  Thanks to City of Hoonah, Hoonah Trading 
Company, Hoonah Indian Association, Wanda Culp, 
Daphne Wright, USFS, Kris Skaflestad, and others. 
 
 

   Thanks to the US 
Postal Service for legal 
size paper and rolls of 
white drawing paper. 
   ALPAR (Alaskans for 
Litter Prevention & 
Recycling) partnered 
with BBBS of Hoonah 
and granted us a $750 
Litter Patrol grant.  Be 
on the lookout for Litter 
Patrollers this summer. 
   Thank you to Pearl 
and Billie Miller for 
bags of good stuff they 
donated. 
   Thank you for $50 

donations from Janet Taylor for 
Diane Bean’s birthday and vice 
versa.  These are two generous 
sisters! 
 
Graduation 2010 was a time of 
firsts:  our first ever Little Sister 
Alyssa graduated and our first 
ever Little Sister turned High 
School Big Gayle graduated.  
Also honored for their service were 
HS Bigs Gina, Kole, and Shawna. 
(Pictured at right: Alyssa & Allison, 
the first BBBS match in Hoonah; 
Ronda & Gayle.) 
 
We celebrated another Community Match, shown below: 
Big Sister Teresa McConnell and Little Sister Pearl.  
 

Please contact Hoonah 
Community Director Sally 
Dybdahl @ 945-3600 if 
you’re interested in 
enrolling your children or 
volunteering with our 
program.   

Flossie Spencer, 2nd from right, led the 
decorative drum making activity May 1st. 
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Kéidladee Park 
Community Playground Project 

 
THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU to all those who helped 
complete the playground project at Kéidladee Park!  The planning for 
this project began in 2006 with a committee of Hoonah volunteers who 
created a playground design.  The hand-picked equipment, now in the 
Park for our community to enjoy, was purchased through grant funds, 
private donations, local fundraising, and sales tax revenue.  The 
equipment was installed by numerous community volunteers and 
organizations and was the integral final step in this project.  The 
following is a comprehensive list of individuals and organizations who 
contributed to this community project: 

Individuals: 
Lynne & Dwight Osheim 
Nicki & John Shelton Sally Dybdahl 
Seth Ross  Cooper Ross 
Phillip Stevenson Bob Hutton 
Tina & Gordy Pederson   Angela Jack 
Nadine Morrison Kris Skaflestad 
Tom Botts  Bill Wolfe 
Victor & Diane Bean Andy Savland 
John Murray  Gordon Greenwald 
Terry Fiske  Crystal Bew 
Alice Williams  Kimberly Stedman 
 
 

Organizations: 
Huna Heritage Foundation 
GCI Communication Corp. 
Alaska Airlines 
Gottstein Family Foundation 
Hoonah Liquor Inc. 
Cutting Edge Development Inc. 
Alaska Pacific Bank 
Fran-Clar (Beers) Foundation 
USDA Forest Service, Hoonah 
Ranger District 
Hoonah Trading Co. 
 
 

 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Hoonah 
Channel Construction Inc. 
City of Hoonah, Dept. of Public Works  
Hoonah City Schools, Class of 2004 
Girls On The Run, 2010 
Hoonah Early Childhood Association 
Hoonah Recyclers 
National Park Service, Land Water 
Conservation Fund 
Icy Strait Lodge 
Colette’s Cupboard

Again, thank you to all who helped to make this project possible!  If a person or organization was not included on this list, I 
apologize for the inadvertent error.  This project was truly a community effort and could not have been done without local 
involvement.  Way to go Hoonah!  Marlene Duvall 

20th Annual Hoonah Kids & Family  
Fishing Derby Week Events 

 
• Saturday, June 12th Fun Walk/Run---2:00 pm—Meet at Kéidladee 

Park 
• Sunday, June 13th Beach Cleanup---11:00 a.m. Start at Youth 

Center, clean beach from downtown to the cannery 
• Wednesday, June 16th--- T-shirt making/Fish printing; Salmon & 

Streams talk with Stream Simulator; Salmon game -- At 
Kéidladee Park, begins 1:00 pm 

• Friday, June 18th -- Casting lessons (including fly-casting lessons); 
safely handling & releasing fish; Casting competition-- at Kéidladee 
Park, begins 5:00 pm 

 
Saturday, June 19th Hoonah Kids & Family Fishing Derby 

ISP Cannery Beach- 11:30-3:30 
Also: T-shirt making; Stream Simulator; BBQ Lunch 

 
This event is sponsored and managed by the USDA Forest Service, Hoonah Ranger District, in partnership 
with the City of Hoonah. For more information, contact Biologist Jon Hyde at 945-3631.
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Glacier Bay Trip Report 
 
Gunalchéesh to Huna Heritage 

Foundation and the National Park Service for taking Hoonah students in 
grades 5-8 on another trip to Glacier Bay  May 7th. What a great time we all 
had. The students participated in learning stations with NW Coast art, Tlingit 
language, native place names and park wildlife information. The weather, 
scenery, and wildlife sightings were all awesome. Later in the day the students 
showed their enthusiasm for their culture with speeches, singing and dancing. 
One elder was heard to say that this was the best trip yet.   Photos on this page 
show some of the students singing and dancing. One picture shows Vanessa Contreras 
practicing her Tlingit introduction speech with Elder Lilly White.  

 

A final word from the Editor: This is the last issue of this newsletter for the 
2009-2010 school year. Thank you to everyone who has helped with this project, 
by contributing articles and/or pictures, proofreading, etc.  We have enjoyed 
having student contributions and look forward to even more next year. Thank 
you to all who have read the newsletter, and to those who have made comments 
or suggestions. Have a great summer!  ~~Daphne Wright 
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